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The Leader’s Line
President of Aguabonita Fly Fishers: Karl Zellner
I hope you all enjoyed my presentation on Saltery Lake Lodge at our
first in-person meeting in quite a while. As I’m writing this, I’m sitting
in my trailer at Crowley Lake anticipating fishing Hot Creek once it
warms up. This will be our last trip in the mountains until May, since it
was 10 degrees below freezing this morning and a dusting of snow is
down to 5000 ft. We have not been camping and fishing since late
August due to the smoke in the Eastern Sierra, so I’m glad to have
this one last time in the mountains for the year. Hopefully the fall colors will be good for a hike after fishing, but maybe the recent high winds blew them off. I am so
lucky to have a wonderful camping companion, who does not mind me going off fishing and to
live in an area with all year trailer camping. I hope you all are enjoying our club/sport and wonderful location we live in too!

Aguabonita Flyfishers Resuming In-Person Meetings in November !!!
November’s program “Recent Events Impacting Eastern Sierra Fisheries” will be presented by
Karl Zellner, president of the Aguabonita Flyfishers at the United Methodist Church Social Hall
on Tuesday November 2nd at 7:30 pm.
Karl will update the club on recent and ongoing events that will impact current and future fisheries and fly fishermen in the Eastern Sierras.
Topics to be discussed:


California State Water Resources Control Board order to restore 20 miles of Mono Lake’s
tributary streams to ecologically healthy levels



KORE Mining Ltd.’s exploration core drilling to assess viability of an open pit gold mine just
north of Hot Creek



Bacteria infecting fish at Eastern Sierra hatcheries.

Please invite a prospective member to our meetings and let the board know how we can improve your enjoyment of our club activities.
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Around The Bend

Vice President - Programs: Justin

Byrne

Aguabonita Flyfishers Resuming In-Person Meetings in November
The Aguabonita Flyfishers have resumed in-person meetings at the United Methodist Church Social Hall. The church
is committed to keeping church members, as well as, all users of church facilities safe from COVID-19 infection,
Please help us insure the continued use of our in-person meeting place by complying with the protocols listed below
…. Thank-you.

COVID-19 protocols we will need to follow as a condition for our use of the facility.
* For indoor meetings, all persons are asked to wear a mask (with very limited exceptions: children under the age
of 2, a medical condition, hearing impaired requiring visibility of mouth). No masks required outdoors.
* Having food and snacks is allowed but do all eating outside
* Social Distancing is not required indoors or outdoors. However, be respectful of those who still desire to socially
distance.
*Physical contact (handshakes and hugs) allowed both outdoors and indoors. However, be respectful of those who
desire to refrain from contact.
*Continue to practice good health practices such as hand washing as necessary and abstaining from attending if
sick.
*As much as possible ventilate the meeting room. This may mean meeting with the door open or once the meeting
is over, leaving the door open for several minutes before the last person leaves, closes and locks door.
The Church’s expectation is that we are responsible for communicating and upholding these protocols for all who
attend Aguabonita meetings at the Church. The Church leadership will assess and update these protocols as
needed in the coming months. The church welcomes us to the facility and views our presence as a positive contribution to the community.
Craig Porter (Aguabonita Flyfishers POC with United Methodist Church Ridgecrest)

Tentative 2021 schedule for upcoming general meeting speakers and events
Nov 2nd - Eastern Sierra Flyfishing News - Karl Zellner
Dec 7th - ABFF 13th Annual Feastival
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Three Stage Process for Cleaning Your Fly Line
Excerpts from Rio Products YouTube Videos
Website: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=taTfJMpiXeQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BdaC9UiwUQg

Part 1
Parts 2 & 3

Topic: Cleaning a Fly Line - Stage 1
A fly line gets dirty like anything else and should be gently
cleaned after a given length of time. There are three stages of
cleaning that you can do to keep a fly line, performing optimally, and extend its life. The
first stage of cleaning, a fly line should be done the most frequently, every couple of outings
or so. It's particularly important to do if you're fishing in saltwater or from the edge of a river
or lake where there's a lot of dirt and mud. A line that ends up in the bilge of a drift boat is
also very likely to pick up dirt and get stepped on in the process. Lines can even get dirty
just by being in the water. Dirt, algae, and dust on the water and dissolved in it will readily
adhere to the outer skin of a fly line and degrade its performance. The purpose of stage,
one cleaning is to remove the superficial dirt & grime. Although not essential, using two
clean buckets to contain the fly line throughout the stages, both
protects the line and reduces the chance of tangles.
To begin stage 1, fill both buckets, 2 inches, deep with warm water, but not hot water. Then add a small squeeze of a mild dishwashing detergent or liquid hand soap to one of the buckets and
mix it around to suds up the water.

Soapy Water

Rinse Water

Back the drag tension off of your reel and began stripping line into the bucket of warm
soapy water. How much line you decide to strip off and clean really depends on how much
you regularly use. There's nothing wrong with going all the way
to the backing, but most times it isn't necessary. With the desired amount stripped off, carefully push the line down into the
water, but try not to swirl it around too much as this will cause
tangles. Five minutes of soap time is usually enough, but if
the line is visibly dirty it let it sit for at least 30 minutes.
Once your line is done soaking, use a soft towel to wipe the soap and scum from its surface. Just double the towel over the line and with pressure on your thumb and index finger,
pull the line through the towel and into the bucket of fresh water to rinse off any residual
soap. Notice that you are putting the line into the second
bucket reel end first. Reorient the towel occasionally, so
Soft towel
you're pulling the line through a clean dry area. When you
get to the leader end of the fly line, hang it over the edge
of the second bucket, and then empty and rinse, the
soapy water from the first bucket.
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Three Step Process for Cleaning Your Fly Line (con’t)
With the first bucket empty and reasonably dry, pick up the
leader end of the line, and strip it back through the cloth
and into the first bucket. When you're done, the leader end
of the fly line will be on the bottom of this bucket with all the
coils resting on top of it, and the reel end will be right where
it needs to be ready to go back on the reel. As you put the
line back on, you'll most likely notice that it actually feels
cleaner than when you first stripped it off. Once again, do this
every couple of times you fish and you'll be very pleased with the
results.

Soft Cloth

Clean dry
Bucket

Clean rinse
water

Cleaning a Fly Line - Stage 2
If a fly line gets really dirty and the microscopic pores on its surface start to fill with muck,
simply wiping the line down with a cloth and soapy water won't get the job done. If your line
is not floating the way it should, or has become more difficult to mend, this down-deep dirt
is most likely the culprit. Although not absolutely necessary, it's a good idea to complete
stage one of the cleaning process prior to performing stage 2. So at the end of stage one,
leave the line in the bucket as opposed to putting it back on the reel.
The key to a good stage 2 cleaning, is to use a micro abrasive
cleaning cloth that will remove pore deep dirt, but not rough up
Micro
the surface of the fly line. Rio's Wonder cloth is specifically deAbrasive
Cloth
signed for this purpose. Just fold a Wonder cloth around the fly
line and begin stripping the line through it and into the second
bucket. Reorient the Wonder cloth occasionally to use different
parts of the cloth Also, moistening the Wonder cloth can help
speed the cleaning process. When you strip the line all the way
Clean rinse
Clean dry
to the leader end, reverse the flow and strip it back into the
water
Bucket
other bucket. If you're still seeing dirt coming off onto the cloth,
keep repeating the cycle until you are pulling the line through
clean. One of the great things about Rio Wonder cloths is that they can be thrown in the
laundry with a load of whites and be used over and over again.
Now, if you've kept the order of things correct, the line should go back on the reel without
getting tangled up. This type of cleaning really should be done every five or six times you
use the line. If you decide you'd like to carry the cleaning process through stage 3, leave
the line off the reel and in the bucket.
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Three Step Process for Cleaning Your Fly Line (con’t)
Cleaning a Fly Line - Stage 3
Stage 3 is as much about applying a finish to a fly line, as it is about cleaning it. It should
be done after every 8 to 10 fishing excursions and at least once a season. Again, it's a good
idea to perform stages one and two before moving on to stage three. Rio's Agent X Fly Line
dressing is specially formulated to lightly coat and lubricate the surface of fly lines and to
give them a slick clean finish. It works extremely well for this final stage, but it should only
be used on floating lines, not with full sinking or sink tip lines.
Although fly-fishing specific line dressings other than Agent X can be used for stage 3, the
use of Automotive Products is not recommended as they have a tendency to damage the
finish on many modern fly lines. A clean micro-abrasive cloth (Rio wonder cloth) works especially well for applying line dressing (Rio Agent-X).
First, give the line dressing bottle a good shake and
Fly Line
Dressing
then place a few drops on the cloth. Fold the cloth
around the line and begin stripping line into the second
bucket to leave a light coating of line dressing on the
line, as you go. This is one of the places where using the
buckets really comes in handy as the line dressing
needs at least 5 minutes to dry. If the line was placed
Clean dry
Clean dry
directly on the floor or ground before the line dressing
Bucket
Bucket
was completely dry, the line would invariably pick up
dirt, dust, grime, and pet hair, all the things you're doing your best to get rid of. When you
reach the tip of the line, once again, place it on the outside of the second bucket where you
can easily find it later. If you have the time, allow the line dressing to dry for a full 24 hours
to get the most benefit from it.
After the line dressing has had time to dry, pick up the tip end
of the line and use a clean micro-abrasive cloth to polish the
Micro
line as you strip it back into the first bucket. If you've done it
Abrasive
correctly, you can then wind the line back on your reel withCloth
out tangles. Beyond the three-stage cleaning process, there
are several things that should be avoided in order to extend
Clean dry
the life of your fly line and to ensure optimal performance.
Buckets
Sunscreen, insect repellents containing DEET, and aerosols
will cause all modern fly lines with PVC coating to deplasticize or dry out and crack prematurely. Avoid having your fly line come in contact with
these products at all times. Heat will also accelerate the de-plasticizing process. So avoid
leaving your fly line on the dash or in the trunk of a car.
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Update on Kore Gold Mining Operation Near Hot Creek:
Kore Mining Ltd. has received approval from United States Forest Service of its proposed drill program at the
Long Valley Gold Project - shown below located near Hot Creek, CA. A Phase 1, 3,000 meter core drilling program is being planned to growth targets. Further information about this mining operation can be found at the
following websites:
Projected Economic Assessment
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a8b85116957daa38628ed05/
t/5f98701f5932f6480421bc1d/1603825744256/Long+Valley+43-101+PEA_GRE_MDA_v23.pdf
Announcement of 2021 Exploration Plan https://www.koremining.com/news/2021/3/23/mining-announces-2021exploration-plan-at-the-long-valley-gold-silver-project
Kore Receives Drill Plan Approval From USFS
https://www.koremining.com/news/2021/10/12/kore-mining-receives-approval-from-usfs-for-long-valley-drill-program
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Crowded at Hot Creek

Ten does and fawns of all ages taking a “skinny
sipping” break at Hot Creek down in the canyon.
The photo was taken on Sept. 29th by Don Bowling with one eye on his cell phone camera and the
other straining to follow a size 20 soft-hackle dry
fly. The flows are improving and the fish were cooperative during the caddis hatch around 1:00pm.

A Hot Creek Brown trout hiding in the net so
as not to reveal his true identity, full length,
and spectacular fall colors.
The Flyline - Nov 2021
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Low Flows on the Kern
Photo of Kern River
taken below the
bridge in Kernville
on October 17th by
Lew Albright.

Lake “Is a-puddle”
Photo of Lake Isabella - 10/17/21.
Lake level is low as
repairs on the Isabella dam continue. Photo by
Lew Albright.
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Casting For Recovery Southern California
Thank-you letters for Rod/combo donations

Note: During the month of Sept. 2021 the Aguabonita Flyfishers donated
four rod/reel combinations to the Casting for Recovery program. The
thank-you note was received from one of the recipients, Elise Hartmann.
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Heritage Trout Mapping
Go Fishing Often
YouTube
Channel.
https://www.youtube.com/
c/GoFishingOften

Check out the

Go Fishing Often - YouTube Channel.

This channel (created by ABFF club member Brian Pate) aims to provide informative, educational, and entertaining media to flyfishers. The channel includes a continuing series of episodes titled “Heritage Trout
Mapping”. Brian chases down Heritage Trout populations in these episodes and discusses the life history,
evolution, conservation, and the significance of native trout species.
Top episodes include:
* Paiute Cutthroat Trout | Pursuit of the Worlds Rarest Trout
The Paiute Cutthroat is one for the bucket list! But, with only a few locations open to fishing and being
protected by such remote and unforgiving terrain, it's a challenge few have taken.
* The "Real" Golden Trout of Volcano Creek | Parts 1 & 2
This two-part series, inspired by a fellow ABFF club member who introduced him to the 1905 publication:
“The Golden Trout of the Southern High Sierras”, compares Golden Trout caught from the South Fork of
the Kern and those caught in Golden Trout Creek.
Most recent episodes:
* Great Basin Redbands This episode includes investigations of The Great Basin Redbands
(Oncorhynchus Mykiss Newberii) in Northern California. Sub-species discussed here include Warner Lake
and Goose Lake Redband populations.
If you would like to enjoy the excitement of fishing for these rare gems of the High Sierras and beyond
without the boundaries of masks, mandates or muscle aches, check out Brian’s GoFishingOften YouTube
Channel https://www.youtube.com/c/GoFishingOften
Be sure to click on the subscribe button if you like what you see and offer any feedback you might have
about current or future episodes you would like to see. Brian sends his thanks to the Aguabonita Flyfishers for their efforts in conservation, education, and love of the California Golden Trout.
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Don Heyden (Current ABFF member)
Available at 13th Annual ABFF December Feastival
(just in time for Christmas gifting.)
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Equipment Checkout
Club Equipment: Lew

Albright

New Tenkara Rods have arrived !!!

Rod specs:
Extended length: 12ft (360cm)
Closed size: 20 1/2 inches (52cm) Including
1/2" cap
Segments: 9
Handle length: 11 inches (23cm)
Weight: 2.7oz (76.5grams)

The Iwana is a classic all-around
tenkara rod at a great value. The progressive taper, ultra-light weight, and
tip action provides for great battles,
even with smaller fish. Quality and
strength are by no means compromised, and landing large fish is not
unheard of. The original choice of
many early tenkara adopters outside
of Japan. It packs to a small compact size of 20 1/2 inches, which
makes it easy to fit in a day pack.
These rods have a beautiful "glossy
carbon" finish over a high-quality carbon fiber material.

Other Classic fly rods available

To check out any club equipment contact Lew
Albright at 760-793-5225. Let him know
when you want to meet him at the club equipment, library and classroom at 231 Station
St. Don’t forget there is a $5 fee to check out
equipment. If the equipment gets damaged
please let Lew know so that it can be repaired
or replaced.
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On the Hook : A Method For Locking Deer or Elk Hair Wings
By Wayne Luallen - Jan 2001 Flyline (reprint of Dec 2000 Kaweah Flyfishers)

Many tiers, including myself, have been
frustrated with their Elk Hair and/or Deer
Hair Caddis wings when they fish them.
After only a few fish, the wing comes
loose and twists around the hook shank.
The problem is that the thread mounted
simply over the hair butts is not adequate
to hold the wing in place. There is a solution, but it is not placing 49 more wraps
of thread around the hair! The solution is
not more thread, but rather it is the
proper placement of thread to apply the
most force When placing the first thread
wraps onto the hook, begin with the
thread just shy of the eye, but at the exact
point behind the eye that you wish for the
wing to ultimately be mounted. When it
comes time to mount the wing, secure it directly on top of the forward-most wraps of the base thread with a few
wraps of well-twisted thread. This does several things: 1) the base thread on the hook acts as a friction point;
2) as with a rope, flat untwisted fibers are not as strong as when they are twisted (to a point); and 3) twisted
tying thread is narrower than flat thread, so it bites deeper into the wing, thus pinching the hair onto the base
thread tighter. If the twisted thread causes the hair to flare too much, simply untwist it for the last couple of
wraps and wind the now-flat thread back over the shoulder of the wing. Finally, bring the thread immediately
in front of and under the butt ends of the wing, push four or five whip-finish wraps back against the point where
the wing has been secured to the shank. These can be twisted or untwisted wraps, but since twisted thread is
stronger it will bite deeper under the wing and up against the flat base wraps, thus compressing them upward
into the wing. When tightening the whip finish knot pull the thread in the direction of the hook bend. These
wraps will slip easily into position against the hair base (held down from above) since they are sliding on the
bare portion of the hook shank or even without pre-waxed thread, this wedged whip-finish is so secure that it
really does not require any head cement. An additional step adds even greater security. If the fly has not had
the wing butts trimmed before tying onto the thread base, before such a fly is whip finished, place additional
twisted (narrow) wraps through the first third of the untrimmed wing butts. Be sure that the thread pressure is
applied while lifting upward to avoid twisting the wing butts. Repeat this two more times through the remaining
two thirds of the butts. It is important that each wrap be made tightly adjacent the initial tie down point of the
wing so that the head size does not become unsightly. To complete the fly, whip finish as described above, and
trim the butts of hair to proper length.
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Membership Committee: Lloyd Smith

Heads Up !!! Dues Renewal Letters to go out in November
Invite your friends to join. Have them fill out the membership form on page 20 and return to: Aguabonita Flyfishers, Membership, P.O. Box 2059, Ridgecrest, CA 93556-2059.

2021 Membership Stats
New members

0

Cancelled

3

Renewals not received 2
Total membership

85

Most Recent New Member

Jeff Geyer

Individual membership

$35.00

Family membership
$45.00
(residing in same household)
Youth membership

$10.00

One time initiation fee

$10.00

( 10/ 20 / 2021 )

Framed 1904 Golden Trout painting of a Soda Creek
Golden Trout, Salmo whitei (Evermann) by artist Charles
Bradford Hudson
Note: Print is conservation framed.
(Acid free matting board, UV filtering glass, etc.)
Framed print is on display at the
clubhouse (231 Station Street).
Stop by during the fly tying session
on first Saturday following first
Tuesday’s general meeting from 9
am to noon to take a look ! Contact
Dave Calvert for more info.
(760) 793-802
dave.calvert.ii@gmail.com

Gary Davis , Framing by Paula Walke
The Flyline - Nov 2021
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Aguabonita Flyfishers Board Minutes 28 September 2021
The Meeting was called to order by President Karl Zellner, at 7pm

Board Members Present: Karl Zellner, Steve Garrison
Committee Members Present: Dale Harper, Lloyd Smith, Lew Albright, Don Bowling
Visitors Present: None
Approval of Agenda: Approved meeting agenda.
Secretary’s Report: Approved Secretary’s report.
Vice Presidents Report: Justin Byrne – Not present. Do we have a program this
month? Karl brought up availability of in-person speakers and attendance during
COVID. We discussed getting more diverse topics, beyond the Eastern Sierra. Karl will
contact Justin on getting in-person presentations.
Treasurer’s Report: Steve Garrison – Presented balances. We need to choose regional donations soon.
Flyline Editor: Don – Don is creating a searchable archive of ABBF Flyline issues.
Committee Reports:
Education: Steve Garrison & Lew Albright – Needs requests for classes.
TIC: Need a new TIC coordinator.
Conservation: Karl Zellner – No volunteer activity in 2021.
Club Equipment: Lew Albright – Nothing new.
Outings: Dale Harper –Lew talked to Pat Jaeger about his Tenkara class,
signup sheet will go out at next meeting.
Library: Vacant –
Membership Chairman: Lloyd Smith – members that did not pay dues will no
longer get a Flyline.
Club Website: Dale Harper – Nothing new.
Youth: Vacant –
Weekend Fly Tying (Ties and Lies): Saturday after the meeting at 9-12 am.
Directors: Brad Weich and Brian Dutton – Not present
SWC FFI Report: Craig Porter – Not present
Banquet: Vacant –
Page 1
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Aguabonita Flyfishers Board Minutes 28 September 2021 (cont’)
Old Business:
Golden Trout Artwork:
Dave is selling tickets and keeping a record online. We’ll discuss at the next meeting
when we want to do the drawing. That lets us have another general meeting to advertise. If we have a picnic in August, that would be a good time and place to do the
drawing.
Club Officers:
Nominations need to be done in October for presentation in November and elections
in December. Karl took an action to get nomination committee members.
Old Action Items:
New business:
Casting for Recovery Rods:
Our club was thanked for our donation to Casting for Recovery retreats this fall by
both the organizer and individual recipient.
New Action Items:
1. Karl will contact Justin on getting in-person presentations.
2. Karl took an action to get nomination committee members.
Summary of Motions Passed:
3.
4.
General Meeting Snacks:
NOV: None
The meeting adjourned about 8pm. The next Board meeting will be on the last Tues
day of October.

Prepared by Karl Zellner (President)

Page 2
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Prepared by Steven Garrison (Treasurer)
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October Presentation: Karl Zellner
“Kodiak Fishing Trip 2021” - Karl Zellner, Lew Albright

In July of 2021, Lew Albright and Karl Zellner fished for Alaska’s Sockeye Salmon at Saltery Lake Lodge with a warm up saltwater trip out of Kodiak Island, AK with Kodiak Island Charters. The back cast for this adventure started in March 2020 with a
winning auction bid for a two for one certificate generously donated by lodge owner Dave Magoffin.
In ABFF’s first “In-Person” program since Covid, Karl Zellner presented a detailed description of this dual-pronged fishing adventure. He included a “boatload” of helpful “do’s and don’ts” for trip preparation, and numerous insider recommendations
for lodging, restaurant, microbrewery and outfitter accommodations. His photos captured the beauty and vastness of the Alaskan landscape and provided an up-close look at Saltery Lake Lodge and Kodiak Island Charters. Karl did not forget to include
the “inside scoop” of fly patterns, gear recommendations, fishing techniques and lots of fish photos. His “In-Person” presentation was a very enjoyable and welcomed departure from previous “Zoom” programs required during Covid. Thanks to Karl and
Lew for sharing their fishing adventures .
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Aguabonita Flyfishers Facebook Page - Snapshots
Facebook Admins: Dave

Calvert, Jim Hoover

48 members

Aguabonita Flyfishers Facebook
Group now has 48 Members !!!
To join the group click on the link or contact
Dave Calvert, Jim Hoover, or Karl Zellner for
more info.
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Dear Fly Fishing Friends,
You are invited to visit, use and share a
new private Facebook group at
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/429039391645519 .
Page 20

Aguabonita Flyfishers Website

Website manager: Dale

Harper

https://www.aguabonitaflyfishers.org/newsletter-archive
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https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/Virtual-Expo
ABOUT THE EXPO
In the past the Annual Fly Fishing Expo has been a week full of in-person activities
and opportunities to learn, engage, and connect with the fly fishing community. This
year due to the pandemic we are shifting the Expo from an in-person gathering to a
virtual gathering of fly fishing experts and enthusiasts. No need to travel, book a hotel,
pack a bag or even leave the house! Enjoy the 2021 Virtual Expo from the comfort and
ease of your own home.

NOVEMBER 5, 2021
* East Coast Time





1:00 - 7: 00 PM Classes and Workshops
7:00 – 7:30 PM Social Hour
7:00 – 9:00 PM Opening Ceremony*

NOVEMBER 6, 2021
* East Coast Time


11 AM – 7 PM Workshops, Classes, Vendors, Artists, Casting, Fly Tying Demonstrations,
nation Classes, “How Its Made” Classes, Techie Talks, Passport Gamification

7:00 – 7:30 PM Social Hour

7:30 – 9:00 PM Virtual Live Auction

Desti-

NOVEMBER 7, 2021
* East Coast Time



11 AM - 7 PM Classes and Workshops, Demonstration Tiers, Casting
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https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/Virtual-Expo

GUEST SPEAKERS
Hear from expert fly tiers, professional casting instructors, and conservation advocates.

LEARNING CENTER
Learn to tie that fly you’ve always wanted, or perfect your casting with
an abundance of learning opportunities.

DEMONSTRATIONS
Watch the pros demonstrate their skills.
AND MORE | Just because we aren’t in person doesn't mean we can’t
have fun with games, giveaways, sweepstakes, auctions and more!
Hope you can virtually attend at least some of the events,
Craig Porter.
Aguabonita Rep to the Southwest Council Fly Fishers International.
The Flyline - Nov 2021
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Over the years, the Flyline has published a wide variety of flyfishing humor. Just as Krystal Flash adds a little sparkle to your favorite fly pattern, the hope is that “Flyline Funnies” will add a chuckle to your day, and dust off a
memory or two. The nuggets of wisdom and humor are all gleaned from back issues of the Flyline. Sit back and
enjoy the timeless humor of our sport. Today’s topic is “ View from down under ”

Nov 1992

Apr 1990
May 1991
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Monthly Club Meeting

Club Officers
President

Secretary

General membership meetings are held at 7:30pm on
the first Tuesday of each month at the Ridgecrest
United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall (639 N.
masonryblood@gmail.com Norma St., Ridgecrest, CA). Everyone is welcomed to
attend!

Dave Calvert (760) 793-8026

dave.calvert.ii@gmail.com

Karl Zellner

(760) 499-6361

Vice-President
Justin Byrne (760) 301-2594

zellnerkm@msn.com

Treasurer
Steve Garrison (760) 608-1566

bestefar@iwvisp.com

1st Director
Brad Weich

(760) 608-3708

bweich@mchsi.com

Brian Dutton (760) 793-0367

duttonb@gmail.com

2nd Director

Annual Cost for Membership
Individual membership
$35.00
Family membership
$45.00
(residing in same household)
Youth membership
$10.00
One time initiation fee
$10.00

Board of Directors Meeting

Committee Chairs

The Board of Directors usually meet at 7:00 p.m.
***Vacant *** If you would like to volunteer for this posi- on the last Tuesday of each month to transact the
business of the club. The board meetings are open
tion contact Karl Zellner
to anyone with agenda items to share. To place
SWCFFI Rep
items on the next meetings agenda, please send
Craig Porter (760) 608-2316
cporter148@mchsi.com
items to secretary Dave Calvert at (760) 793-8026
Outings
or dave.calvert.ii@gmail.com
Trout in the Classroom

Dale Harper (760) 382-4903

harperda20@hotmail.com

Membership
Lloyd Smith

(760) 377-3542

lloyd.smith@hughes.net

Conservation
Karl Zellner

(760) 499-6361

love, money, whatever -zellnerkm@msn.com

Education
Steve Garrison (760) 608-1566

is to go fishing,

bestefar@iwvisp.com

and the worse the problem, the longer

“The Flyline” Editor
Don Bowling (760) 375-8204

"The solution to any problem -- work,

bowlingdk4@gmail.com

the trip should be."

Equipment
Lew Albright (760) 375-8725

lralbright5@gmail.com

Webmaster
Dale Harper (760) 382-4903

— John Gierach

harperda20@hotmail.com

Facebook admins.
Jim Hoover

(760) 608-9776

Dave Calvert (760) 793-8026
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From the Editor’s Spool: Don Bowling

Happy Thanksgiving
After the successive calamities of the past couple
of years one might be quickly inclined to ask,
“What is there to be so happy about this Thanksgiving?” However, after just a brief moment of retrospection I think we all realize how blessed we are
with our families, friends, freedom of faith, life,
community, country, and an overflowing abundance
of nature’s bounty that surrounds us here in the
Eastern Sierras. I am particularly thankful for the
opportunities I have to enjoy and share this natural
abundance with my fly fishing friends and family
thru the Aguabonita Flyfishers. Thru the ABFF I
was introduced to and taught the art of fly tying,
that pastime has brought me such pleasure over
the years. The cover photo was conceived to share
Thanksgiving wishes to all from behind the tying
bench and in front of a warm friendly, flickering fireplace. Much like a Thanksgiving meal with all the trimmings, the tying bench is loaded with a
sumptuous collection of feathered entrees - pheasant, turkey, peacock, partridge, and hackles of
all flavors. The familiar tools of our trade - bodkins, bobbins, scissors, tweezers and more - like culinary utensils, are laid out ready to fashion that special bit of “fur and feathers” upon the hook to
serve up future streamside memories..
I hope that your memories of this Thanksgiving are warm like the glowing embers of the hearth
and you are surrounded by “your feathers” of friends and family. May you partake and share in
the abundance of natural bounty that surrounds us here in the Eastern Sierras and introduce
someone to our sport of fly fishing and our Aguabonita Flyfishing family.
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In the Background: Don Bowling

You are probably tired of seeing this photo by now, but I have to
share a bit of photography wisdom with you. But first, a question? How many tissues does it take to make a pleasing fire
flicker? The answer is two. Now, an explanation of the question.
Since my first approach to photographing a fireplace, i.e. building
a fire, letting it die down to embers and then snapping a photo
ended in either a blinding washout or empty darkness, a better
solution was needed. The answer was to drop two facial tissues
on slow burning embers, close the screen, rush back to the cell
phone camera and snap the shutter before the flames from the
tissues subsided. Final question: What fly is in the vise apparently being roasted like a marshmallow? Answer next month.
If anyone has a favorite photo that would make a suitable background for the Flyline (i.e. a vertical orientation, with photo features concentrated around the periphery - leaving center clear for
Flyline articles) --please email a copy of the photo to me at
bowlingdk4@gmail.com
Include a few details of the where, when, and why about the
photo. Also, please feel free to email me any suggestions for improving the Flyline, ideas for future articles, tips on fishing, fly tying, or life in general. Thanks… Don Bowling

Copyright 2021 All Rights Reserved
The Flyline is published by the:
Aguabonita Flyfishers
P.O. Box 2059
Ridgecrest, California 93556

The Aguabonita Flyfishers are dedicated to the conservation of fisheries, waters, watersheds, and the enhancement of fly
fishing with the participation of its membership through educational outreach programs to local schools and the surrounding
community, county, state, and national level projects. The Aguabonita Flyfishers are an equal opportunity club without
discrimination based on gender, race, nationality, age, religion or sexual orientation.
The Aguabonita Flyfishers is an affiliated club of the Federation of Flyfishers (FFF) and its affiliate, the Southwest Council
of the Federation of Flyfishers (SWCFFF). The Aguabonita Flyfishers is also affiliated with California Trout (CalTrout) and
Trout Unlimited (TU).
“The Flyline” newsletter and its written content, photos, and graphics are copyrighted by the Aguabonita Flyfishers unless so
noted within the body of the newsletter. No part of the “The Flyline” newsletter may be reproduced in part or its entirety or
modified by any individual or organization without the express written approval of the Board of Directors of the Aguabonita
Flyfishers; P.O. Box 2059, Ridgecrest, CA 93556.
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Calendar of Upcoming Events:

November 2021
Sunday

Monday
1

Tuesday
2

Monthly Club
Meeting

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

3

4

5

6

10

11

12

13

7:30pm - 9:30pm

7

8

9

Daylight Savings
Time Ends

Fly Tying
Session
9:00am Noon

Veteran's Day
Holiday

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

Deadline for
Newsletter
Inputs

Thanksgiving
Day Holiday

28

29

30
Board Meeting
7pm - (Zoom)

Southwest Council Fly Fishers International - The Southwest Council of Fly Fishers International is a
57-year old international nonprofit organization dedicated to
the betterment of the sport of fly
fishing through conservation, education and fellowship.
https://southwestcouncilffI.org/

Trout Unlimited - Since 1959,
Trout Unlimited has worked to
conserve, protect, and restore
North America’s cold water fisheries and their watersheds. We
have protected more than
10,000 river miles nationwide
and pioneered new scientific,
legal and legislative tools to
make America’s rivers cleaner
and healthier.
https://www.tu.org/
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Date _________________
Record Number ________

Aguabonita Flyfishers
P. O. Box 2059, Ridgecrest, CA 93556
The Goals of the Club
• Improve and increase the sport of fly fishing
• Promote and work for the betterment of fishing waters
• Provide assistance to club members to help them become more effective flyfishers and to promote the
fellowship of the membership
• Encourage and assist others to become flyfishers and true sportsmen
• Encourage and advocate conservation of fishes, waters, and watershed

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Last Name ____________________________________________________________
First Name ____________________________________________________________
Street Address _________________________________________________________
City __________________________________________________________________
State ________ Zip Code _________
Telephone Number ______________________________________________________
Email Address __________________________________________________________
How would you like to receive the Flyline newsletter? □ Email □ USPS
Would you like a badge (s)? □ Yes □ No
How would you like your name (s) to appear on badge? __________________________
What is your spouse’s name? ______________________________________________
What are the names of family associate members? _____________________________

FEES

PAID
One Time Membership Initiation Fee ($10.00)

_______

Annual Individual Member ($35.00)

_______

Annual Family Membership (Single residence) ($45.00)

_______

Annual Youth Only Member ($10.00)

_______

Life Member ($350.00)

_______
Total Due

_______

Aims and Purposes of the Aguabonita Flyfishers:
To improve and increase the sport of fly fishing
To promote and work for the betterment of fishing waters
To provide assistance to club members to help them become more effective fly fishermen
and to promote the fellowship of the membership
To encourage and assist others to become fly fishermen and true sportsmen
To encourage and advocate conservation of fisheries, waters, and watersheds

Aguabonita Flyfishers • P.O. Box 2059 • Ridgecrest, CA 93556

www.aguabonitaflyfishers.org

