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continued from page 1 

Being on the river is a privilege, and a responsibility.  As a guide I love 

getting folks into beautiful and memorable fish but I also enjoy sharing 

my passion for the Owens Valley originally named Payahuunadü or 

“Land of Flowing Water” by its native Piute people.  The journey of fly 

fishing is lifelong, and it only gets better.  I am excited to share my ex-

perience and knowledge with you and have a blast while doing it. 

Speaker’s Bio:  Luke Kinney Orvis endorsed fly fishing guide and owner  

When I started fishing at around the 

age of six I remember losing my 

grandfather’s rod in the lake the 

first time going out.  Once I even 

hooked into a boat as it was 

launching,  I was convinced I was 

not meant for fishing.  My grandfa-

ther would patiently untangle my 

lines and he even seemed content 

with doing so.  Looking back on it I 

realized he was just happy that we 

were all together as a family, and 

fishing was the medium. 

When I picked up a fly rod for the 

first time I knew that it was some-

thing special and life changing, 

there was a deep connection 

there.  I fell in love with every as-

pect of the lifestyle, from fly tying 

to obsessively checking weather 

patterns. 

I couldn’t get enough, and I don’t think I ever will.  I started my own guiding outfit 

in 2021 with the mindset of offering the best and most professional guided experi-

ence on the Eastern Sierra.  Golden Trout Guiding Co. is committed two making 

you better and more well-rounded angler, while having the most fun possible. 
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The Leader’s Line 

President of Aguabonita Fly Fishers: Karl Zellner 

The Leader’s Line Aguabonita Fly Fishers:             

President: Karl Zellner 

 

everyone is enjoying the cooler weather, which finally came.  I had a hot two days of col-

lecting Halite on the Searle's Lake bed in early October, so the cooler weather came too late for my 

liking. 

I’m writing this from my trailer and 

am about to go fish Hot Creek and 

later in the day hike and see fall color 

in the trees. I mostly fish the back 

country in the summer, so this is my 

1st trip in a while on the road system. 

My two year term as president ends 

soon and if anyone is willing to be 

president or has a tip for someone 

that may be willing please contact 

me at zellnerkm@msn.com. 

I hope you find ways to enjoy our 

hobby and fellowship too. 

H ope  

Karl 

Hot Creek 10-14-2022 

Photos by Karl Zellner  
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Excerpts from the Orvis Fly-Fishing Podcast, Published 4/7/2022   

Host: Tom Rosenbauer                                                                                                                                                                        

Website: https://howtoflyfish.orvis.com/podcasts/general-fly-fishing/1698-modifying-flies-with-tim-cammisa                                                                                                                      

Guest: Fly Tier and Teacher -- Tim Cammisa                                                                                                                                    

Topic:  Modifying Flies   

Editor’s Introduction  This is the 6th of a series of articles excerpted from the Orvis podcast referenced above.  The  

focus of the podcast was to examine several classic fly patterns that we all learned as beginning fly-tiers.  The ques-

tions the podcast seeks to answer are:                                                                                                                                            

 1. Which classic patterns are just not to be messed with ?  - “UNTOUCHABLE”                                                                             

         We still tie it the same way now as we learned it 30 years ago?”                                                                               

 2. Which classic patterns should we have a little leeway to tie ?  - “TWEAKABLE”                                                                                                        

         We still tie the pattern, but we don't tie it that way anymore.  And, If so, what are the reasons     

         behind it?”                                                                                                                                                                 

Tom:  Should we go back to one with variations? Why don't you pick one with variations? 

Tim: We'll do the Zebra Midge because I think it's gonna be an untouchable for a lot of people. It’s a classic, but I 

have a small variation for the Zebra Midge.  I believe the creator of the Zebra Midge was Ted Welling. And we're talk-

ing...for anyone who's not into fly tying history, it's a bead, thread, and wire. I mean, you can't get simpler than that. 

Whenever I pose the question, what's the first fly people should learn? This one comes up a lot especially in a size 

14. A lot of people say, "Tim, a size 14 Zebra Midge" because you know it's gonna catch fish, it's an easy tie. And 

they're right. For some reason though, this one never hits my top three list of flies when I'm introducing them to stu-

dents, yet in smaller sizes, man, this is one that I use all the time. There's no doubt about it. 

                                                             https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QCiUkdHY_-4  

 

 

Tim: My favorite colors of zebra midge, we're talking black, olive. Sometimes brown too. Those are really the three 

that I get into. I know others. Depending on where you're fishing, you can integrate some other colors. Now, the one 

kind of change that I tie now that I learned from a friend. I was fishing the South Holston [in Tennessee] with a buddy 

of mine. His name's Jake Adamerovich. My wife and I were fishing and we were floating the Holston. I'm the kind of 

person that I want to set up my rig. I'd selected my flies, and we were fishing with a point, a dropper fly. And he had 

selected Heather's rig for her. And we're floating. We're catching fish here and there. And all of a sudden, she goes 

on this terror, Tom, she catches like five or six in a row. And after ...you know, maybe three. She's got the front spot. 

So I'm thinking, "All right. She's seeing these fish first." And then after another few fish, it wasn't the spot. I mean, she 

was fishing a fly that was just killing them. And Jake's smiling because he knows I don't have a fly. So I finally say, "All 

right. I give up. Just please..." I lift my rig out. "What do I put on?" He says, "Well, you don't have this one. It's a zebra 

midge, but it's an improved zebra midge." I'm like, "Ooh, tell me how you can improve the zebra midge." 

Tim: And I'll tell you the one that I tie now. It's a little bit different than Jake's but it's the same concept. The one I tie 

now is on a very small jig hook. The model I use is a Hanak H 480 BL. That BL means it's barbless, a size 20. There's 

not a lot of jig hooks in smaller sizes that won't bend out. That's one that doesn't for me. I use a small bead, some-

thing like a 20 to a 25, depending on how fast you want it to sink. And the tail is one piece, a very small piece of Opal 

Midge Mirage. That's Opal-colored Midge Mirage. It has this little flash on the tail.  

                               https://www.bobmarriottsflyfishingstore.com/mirage-midge-flash-opal  

Jake’s  Improved Zebra Midge 

Opal  Midge Mirage 

https://howtoflyfish.orvis.com/podcasts/general-fly-fishing/1698-modifying-flies-with-tim-cammisa
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QCiUkdHY_-4
https://www.bobmarriottsflyfishingstore.com/mirage-midge-flash-opal
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(Continued from previous page.)    

I use a 1-millimeter fine wire. The thread for my body, this is another key, I use Semperfli Nano Silk, and their size is 

24/0. So it's a 24/0 thread that will bend the hook, which is crazy. You're basically getting a handful of 

wraps so your body's as thick as the hook. It's just really cool.                                                                                                                                      

  https://www.jsflyfishing.com/semperfli-nano-silk-thread-24/0      

 

Tim: You start with your black body. Then you counter rib with this fine [silver] wire, silver bead. After tying it off at the 

bead, I go back over it with a little bit of a UV resin like bone dry, and then hit it with a torch. So you have this fly 

that's got this little piece of midge mirage, which just gives you some flash. And it's a really durable fly, so it doesn't 

fall apart right away. Jake fishes this fly primarily as the dropper. So it's a little bit higher up than the point fly. Jake 

feels that (especially on tail waters) the fish will see this little bit of flash moving in the current and they come up for 

it. They'll bypass the dropper a lot of times or bypass the point for this dropper fly. It's been a go-to fly of mine now for 

five or six years.                                                                                                                                                                               

Tom R: I'm gonna try some of those. Yeah. The only thing that I would do differently, and then I'm surprised you didn't 

mention it, on a zebra midge is I love a red body zebra midge with a black bead. Ever try those?                                              

Tim: Oh, gosh, I want to say years ago when I fished the Missouri, I used that color combination. I haven't since. So, 

no, I haven’t been, but I'm going to now.                                                                                                                                     

Tom R: Yeah. I like red. I'll start with black, but if black doesn't work, I'll go to a red. And usually, one of those will 

work if the fish are eating small stuff.                                                                                                                                            

Tim: How small do you tie yours?                                                                                                                                                       

Tom R: You know, 18, 20s mainly. I don't fish a lot of tail waters where you need tiny, tiny flies. I haven't fished the 

South Platte in years. You know, I don't fish a lot of super, super technical tail waters. I used to. I love fishing them. I 

just haven't had the opportunity recently. So, you know, 18s and 20s generally, short shank hook.                                      

Tim: Okay. I recently talked with Ben Furimsky of the Fly Fishing Show about using a white bead to represent an 

emerger, especially when fishing still water [i.e. lakes that I know have trout in them].  Then I'll opt a little bit more for 

a zebra midge with a white bead or something like beads with matte colors. I love that matte white color and matte 

black. I used to think that shine in the bead like a gold bead or a brass bead really drew them in, but I'm going with 

so many matte colors now, and it hasn't seemed to change my catch rate. I'm constantly rethinking some of my ear-

lier thoughts.                                                                                                                                                                                

Tom R: Yeah. I've been a big fan of matte black beads for a long time and use mostly black beads. You know what, 

speaking of white beads, the pattern that I use for brook trout a lot here in the mountain streams is a Walt's worm 

with a chartreuse hot spot in a white bead. I use just a chartreuse thread hot spot and a white bead. I don't know if 

it's just coincidence, but for bigger flies (14, 16) it seems to work better for me than other nymphs for those moun-

tain brook trout. Unfortunately, the white wears off pretty quickly I've noticed on those tungsten beads. So after a 

while, it's kind of silver anyway, but it starts out white.                                                                                                                    

Tim: The fish don't care. They're okay with it.  Tom R: No, they beat it up pretty good.  

 

Classic Fly Pattern Score Board       Ratings     U - Untouchable    T - Tweakable                                     

 ( Tom Rosenbauer’s Rating, Tim Cammisa’s Rating )  

1. Elk Hair Caddis (T,T) 2.   Woolly Bugger (U, T)       3.   Hare’s Ear Nymph - (T, T) 

4. Sparkle Dun  (T,U) 5.   Clouser Minnow   (U,U)  6.  Zebra Midge- (T,T)  

7.   San Juan Worm - Next Month’s Flyline 8.   Parachute Adams       9.   Griffith’s Gnat 

Semperfli Nano Silk 

https://www.jsflyfishing.com/semperfli-nano-silk-thread-24/0
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CDFW To Begin Offering 365-Day Fishing Licenses For 2023  

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) will begin selling 365-day fishing licenses far sooner 

than expected, thanks to extensive efforts by staff to expedite sales. Beginning November 15, 2022, Califor-

nia anglers will be able to purchase a 2023 fishing license that will take effect on January 1, 2023, and last 

the entire year. All licenses purchased on or after January 1, 2023, will be effective from the date of pur-

chase for a continuous 365 days.                                                                                                                                       

"I’m proud to announce that we’re able to sell yearlong licenses many months sooner than we anticipated,” 

said CDFW Director Charlton H. Bonham. “I applaud the staff that worked tirelessly to bring this benefit to 

California’s anglers who have been asking for the 365-day license for a very long time.” 

Assembly member Jim Wood (D-Healdsburg) introduced AB 817 in February 2021, allowing a transition of 

California’s fishing license validity from a calendar year to a full 365 days from purchase. Prior to this 

change, anglers who purchase their license after New Year’s Day were charged the same price for fewer 

days of fishing, and some are not willing to pay the full price of a license when purchasing it later in the year 

resulting in fewer license sales. This change will allow anglers to receive 365 days' worth of benefits after 

purchasing a license any time of year. 

“Thanks to the dedicated staff efforts at CDFW, California will be moving to our new 365-day fishing license 

even sooner than expected,” said Wood. “This license will encourage more Californians to fish and increase 

fishing license revenue which funds critical state fishing and conservation programs. Making fishing more 

accessible really supports communities that rely on outdoor recreation and tourism, like my northern Califor-

nia district.” 

The idea, which has been discussed and desired by California’s fishing community for many years, was em-

braced by CDFW’s Recruit, Retain, Reactivate (R3) initiative. The concept was further developed with stake-

holders responsible for drafting the R3 initiative, including Wayne Kotow of the Coastal Conservation Asso-

ciation – California (CCA CAL). 

“Providing a fishing license that offers greater value and incorporates 21st-century technology is long over-

due,” said Kotow, executive director of CCA CAL, sponsor of AB 817 which led to the new license option. “It 

is also an important step in the implementation of California’s R3 program, which seeks to boost the num-

ber of anglers and others recreating in the outdoors. We are thrilled Assembly member Wood’s persever-

ance on this issue has paid off, and proud to partner with CDFW to achieve this milestone for California an-

glers.” 

CDFW’s R3 team works alongside partners and stakeholders, like CCA CAL, to create goals and strategies 

and then implement changes that reduce the barriers to participation in outdoor activities. 

To purchase a fishing license, please visit CDFW’s online internet sales webpage. At checkout there is an 

additional option to enroll in auto-renewal for fishing licenses, which allows anglers to automatically pur-

chase and receive their new license when their current one expires, so California’s anglers never miss a day 

of fishing! 

Interested in becoming an angler but not sure where to start? Check out CDFW’s R3 webpage to find the 

latest information on fishing programs, regulations, tutorials and additional resources. Don’t miss the Cali-

fornia’s Wild Kitchen tab to view recipes for use on harvested fish plus additional informational videos found 

under the R3 Harvest Huddle Hour (R3H3) section.                                                                                                      

https://wildlife.ca.gov/News/cdfw-to-begin-offering-365-day-fishing-licenses-for-2023  

https://www.ca.wildlifelicense.com/internetsales/
https://wildlife.ca.gov/r3
https://wildlife.ca.gov/News/cdfw-to-begin-offering-365-day-fishing-licenses-for-2023
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For many of us, our earliest memories of fishing include digging for worms and squishing the wiggly 

sucker onto a hook, pinching a small chunk of that stinky "cheese" bait from a jar, or perhaps tanta-

lizing the fish with what my grandsons today would mistake for candy-flavored “boba”.  

 

Ahhhhh….how much we have grown, how refined our fishing has become….for now we practice the 

art of flyfishing, where the "bait" has been carefully handcrafted by someone with both patience and 

skill.  And what type of flyfishing temptresses would we be if we sent our prodigies out into the world 

without her very own fly box filled with a cornucopia of wet and dry flies suitable for any fly-fishing oc-

casion? Not to worry…we happily receive donations of flies from a few tyers representing fishing 

clubs around Southern California.   

 

Among these guardian fly angels, is Oscar Felson, a charter member of the Aguabonita Fly Fishers in 

Ridgecrest, California. His club first became involved in tying pink flies for an event raising awareness 

for breast cancer research and benefitting the Susan G. Komen Foundation. Oscar first became 

aware of Casting for Recovery through Ellen Dailey, who regularly takes part in "One Fly", a fishing 

competition, in Jackson Hole, Wyoming. Ellen then introduced him to Susan Dymond, CfR Program 

Coordinator for New Mexico, Southern Colorado, and the Texas Panhandle. These programs were the 

first lucky recipients of Oscar's flies and hat pins. 

 

On February 4th, 2018, The Aguabonita Flyfishers hosted a fly tying event in conjunction with Casting 

for Recovery, Southern California for Girl Scout Troup 56 at the ABFF Clubhouse. The young ladies 

were shown step by step instructions on how to tie a hat pin in the likeness of the Wooley Bugger fly. 

Carole Ontiveros, a coordinator for the non-profit Casting for Recovery organization from Santa Maria 

talked to the girls about CfR and how the fly fishing retreats are provided to help breast cancer survi-

vors during their recovery. Oscar generously also made each of the Girl Scouts a fly that he tied. 

Thus, began the special relationship between Oscar and the CfR program.  Each year, 28 women at-

tend CfR flyfishing retreats, and each participant receives a fly box with 40 to 50 flies….that's roughly 

1,200+ flies each year! Thank goodness for our guardian fly angels and their fastidious fingers. 

***Special Note:  Oscar's fa-

vorite fishing spot is the area 

from Lone Pine north to 

Bridgeport…although, 

"Nothing beats Hot Creek 

Ranch." Today, at the age of 

93, Oscar's flyfishing days are 

behind him, but he is still able 

to keep busy by tying flies. 

Thank you, Oscar, for being a 

vital  part of Casting for Recov-

ery SoCal.  
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Around The Bend: Lloyd Smith  

December 6th 2022 - Our annual Christmas Feastival will be 6 December at 6:00 PM in 

the United Methodist Church. 

January 3rd 2023 - Michael Schweit, of the Southwest Council Fly Fishers International 

will be featured at our 3 January 2023 general meeting.  Michael will share with us how 

to fly fish amongst the ocean of the Channel Islands. 

February 7th 2023 - (tentative) Nick Buckmaster from California Department of Fish and 

Wildlife, Bishop Office, will tell us about transplanting Piute Cuttthroat Trout into Cotton-

wood Creek in the White Mountains. 

Planning has begun for the 44th Annual Officer Installation, Fund Raiser, and Awards Night.   

The club will be looking for donations from members of items for this year’s banquet, both auc-

tion and bucket raffle items.  If you have items in good condition that are just taking up space, 

please consider donating them to the club.  The items “Do Not” have to be fly fishing related.  

You can bring items to a board meeting, a general monthly meeting, or contact either Dale 

Harper (760) 382-4903 or Andrew (Mitch) Mitchell (760) 382-9043 for pickup.   

Dale and Mitch are heading up the banquet 

committee this year.  If you would like to help 

with this year’s or banquet or have donations, 

give them a call. Your help and donations are 

needed to help the club raise needed funds to 

support its various efforts, including Trout in 

the Classroom, the Youth Program, our conser-

vation projects and much more. 

Help & Donations Needed for 44th Annual Banquet 

 

Reminder 

Our general meetings are the first Tuesday of each month at 7:30 PM at the United Method-

ist Church, 639 N Norma.  Prior to the meeting we host our speaker for dinner at Ale’s 

Steakhouse, 1030 N Norma.  Our speakers come from far and wide bring exciting presenta-

tions on fly fishing.  This is the main event for our general meetings.  Your attendance at 

these events offers the experience and knowledge of the speakers that can only enhance 

your opportunities and experiences while pursuing your fly fishing activities. Please join us 

for these presentations at our general meetings. 
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McGee Creek Water Quality Sampling   

Schedule 2022 

Sampling Location is directly adjacent to 

parking lot on east side of Highway 395 at 

McGee Creek road -- only a few steps down 

to the creek. 

The 2022 collection schedule for the Science on the Fly (SOTF) Water Quality Sampling at 

McGee Creek is listed below.  

June 23rd  Training Session  (Dale Harper, Lew Albright, Craig Porter,   

   Lloyd  Smith, Don Bowling) 

July   25th  Don and Karen Bowling 

August  20th Lloyd Smith 

Future Samplings through the end of 2022:   

(Dates approximate) 

Sept. 23rd   Dale Harper 

Oct.   23rd   Lew Albright 

Nov.   23rd  Dale Harper 

Dec.   23rd   Craig Porter 

 

Thanks to everyone for volunteering to    

collect the water samples.  Many hands 

makes light work.  If anyone would like to 

participate in this project in 2023 please 

contact SWCFFI representative Craig Porter  

 

Science On The Fly Water Quality Training 

Session at McGee Creek.   

Photos by Don Bowling 
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What is a virtual Expo? It’s an online experience that brings the world of fly fishing to 

you, in the comfort of your own home. You’ll have the chance to take one class or three 

days' worth!  Teaming up with some of the best instructors, presenters, and fly fishing 

personalities in the sport, FFI Virtual Expo 2022 will feature workshops and presenta-

tions on casting, fly tying, conservation, women-focused topics, travel, and much more.  

Join us November4-6 for FFI’s Virtual Expo2022—Register now at flyfishersinterna-

tional.org/Virtual-Expo/Activities Click on the Register Now Button 

  REGISTER NOW  

https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/Virtual-Expo/Activities
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https://love2flyfishmedia.bigcartel.com/  https://swcffi.org/ 

https://longbeachcastingclub.org/  

https://love2flyfishmedia.bigcartel.com/
https://swcffi.org/
https://longbeachcastingclub.org/


12 The Flyline - Nov 2022 Page  

Monthly Club Meeting 

General membership meetings are held at 7:30pm on 

the first Tuesday of each month at the Ridgecrest 

United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall (639 N. 

Norma St., Ridgecrest, CA).  Everyone is welcomed to 

attend!  

Annual Cost for Membership 

Individual membership  $35.00  

Family membership  $45.00 

(residing in same household)           

Youth membership       $10.00  

One time initiation fee $10.00 

Board of Directors Meeting 

The Board of Directors usually meet at 7:00 p.m. 

on the last Tuesday of each month at the ABFF 

Clubhouse, 231 Station Street, to transact the 

business of the club. The board meetings are open 

to anyone with agenda items to share. To place 

items on the next meetings agenda, please send 

items to secretary Andrew Mitchell at (760) 382-

9043 or crazzymex1@verizon.net 

Trout in the Classroom (TIC) Coordinator 

Brian Pate      brian.k.pate@gmail.com 

SWCFFI Rep 

Craig Porter (760) 608-2316  cporter148@mchsi.com  

Outings 

Dale Harper (760) 382-4903  harperda20@hotmail.com 

Membership  

Lloyd Smith  (760) 377-3542  lloydsmith.6699@gmail.com 

Conservation 

Karl Zellner  (760) 499-6361  zellnerkm@msn.com  

Education 

Steve Garrison (760) 608-1566 bestefar@iwvisp.com 

“The Flyline” Editor 

Don Bowling  (760) 375-8204  bowlingdk4@gmail.com 

Equipment 

Lew Albright  (760) 793-5225  lralbright5@gmail.com 

Webmaster 

Dale Harper (760) 382-4903  harperda20@hotmail.com 

Facebook admins. 

Jim Hoover (760) 608-9776  Jim.Hoover@mchsi.com 

Dave Calvert  (760) 793-8026  dave.calvert.ii@gmail.com 

Committee Chairs 

President 

Karl Zellner  (760) 499-6361  zellnerkm@msn.com  

Vice-President 

Lloyd Smith  (760) 377-3542  lloydsmith.6699@gmail.com 

Secretary 

Andrew Mitchell  (760)-382-9043 crazzymex1@verizon.net 

Treasurer 

Steve Garrison (760) 608-1566 bestefar@iwvisp.com 

1st Director 

Rachael Felsen-Richards  (760)793-1759                                

    rachelrichards13@yahoo.com 

2nd Director 

Brian Dutton  (760)  793-0367 duttonb@gmail.com 

Club Officers 
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To check out any club equipment contact Lew 

Albright at 760-793-5225 . Let him know 

when you want to meet him at the club equip-

ment, library and classroom at 231 Station 

St. Don’t forget there is a $5 fee to check out 

equipment. If the equipment gets damaged 

please let Lew know so that it can be re-

The Iwana is a classic all-around 

tenkara rod at a great value. The 

progressive taper, ultra-light weight, 

and tip action provides for great bat-

tles, even with smaller fish. Quality 

and strength are by no means com-

promised, and landing large fish is 

not unheard of. The original choice 

of many early tenkara adopters out-

side of Japan. It packs to a small 

compact size of 20 1/2 inches, 

which makes it easy to fit in a day 

pack. These rods have a beautiful 

Check out our Tenkara Rods !! 

 Other Classic fly rods available  

Rod specs: 

Extended length: 12ft (360cm) 

Closed size: 20 1/2 inches (52cm) Including 

1/2" cap 

Segments: 9 

Handle length: 11 inches (23cm) 

Weight: 2.7oz (76.5grams) 

Equipment Checkout    Club Equipment: Lew Albright   



 

 

Membership Committee: Lloyd Smith  

SWCFFI Representative:  Craig Porter  

Individual membership   $35.00   

Family membership  $45.00 

(residing in same household) 

Youth membership       $10.00 

One time initiation fee  $10.00 

We currently have79 members! 

Dues prices remain the same 

Invite your friends to join.  Have them fill out the membership form at the end of this news-

letter and return it to:  Aguabonita Flyfishers, Membership, P.O. Box 2059, Ridgecrest, CA 

93556-2059. 

Our membership stands at 79.    

Let’s add more members. Invite friends, col-

leagues, and neighbors to join us, and to en-

joy our exciting general meeting presenta-

tions.  

 

Fly Fishers International (FFI) is dedicated, through education and conservation, to preserving the fly 

fishing experience. Conservation of our public waters and connected upland's is essential to our enjoy-

ment, understanding and appreciation of fishes and their habitats and also the health of natural systems. 

 

"When you teach a person to fly fish you have just created a conservationist" 

- Lee Wulff 

  MORE INFO HERE  
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https://swcffi.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=26ba2028f4445013c38d1cfd0&id=d847ffe4d2&e=a0662e52c4
https://swcffi.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=26ba2028f4445013c38d1cfd0&id=cd151edeec&e=a0662e52c4
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Board Members Present: Lloyd Smith, Steve Garrison, Craig Porter, Andrew Mitchell.                                                                                                                                          
Committee Members Present:  Don Bowling, and Dale Harper.                                                                                                                                               
Treasurer’s Report:  Steve Garrison-Spread-sheet of income and expenses for the 
quarter was handed out..                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Vice President’s Report:  Lloyd Smith Calendar: 
4 Oct: -  5:30pm-Dinner: Ale’s, 7:30pm-Meeting: Pat Jaeger, Eastern Sierra Guide Ser-
vice, Bishop 
1 Nov - 5:30pm-Dinner: Ale’s, 7:30pm-Meeting: Luke Kinney, Golden Trout Guiding Co., 
Bishop, Topic: Winter Fishing for Non-Trout species. 
6 Dec: Annual “Feastival” Dinner: 6:00pm United Methodist Church, Craig will make ar-
rangements.  
3 Jan. 2023: - 5:30pm-Dinner: Ale’s, 7:30pm-Meeting: Guest Speaker, Michael Schweit 
SWCFFI, Topic: Channel Islands Flyfishing                                                                                                         
7 Feb. 2023: 5:30 pm-Dinner: Ale’s, 7:30pm-Meeting: Nick Buckmaster, CDFW, Bishop   
7 March and 4 April: Guest speakers are being worked on. 
                                                                                                                                                                 
Committee Reports:      
The Flyline: Don Bowling-October.  Read it for future club events. 
TIC: Brian Pate.  Karl to call Brian to see if he is still interested in being the TIC coordina-
tor next year.  Move shed to new location.  Craig Porter will send the shed measurements 
to Dale.  Craig will also check on when the shed needs to be moved.     
Education:  Steve Garrison-Fly fishing/casting class, last Flex Friday or Saturday (28/29) 
October.                                                                                                                                         
Conservation: Karl Zellner - Kern Plateau Project.                                                                                                                           
SWCFFI.ORG: Craig Porter-FFI held a membership meeting. Discussed Women’s outing. 
FFI Virtual Expo to be held 4-6 November 2022..10 December, Double Haul Ball, basic 
salt water fly fishing in Long Beach.                                                                                         
Membership Chairman: Lloyd Smith-2 new members, bring the total to 79 members.  
Renewal letters to be sent out after Thanksgiving.                                                                          
Outings: Dale Harper-Float tube trip on Lake Crowley. Date TBD.                                          
Equipment: Lou Albright-No report. 
Web Master: Dale Harper-Up loaded the September Flyline and speaker for October. 
Weekend Fly Tying (Ties and Lies): Saturday 8 October, 9am at the Club House. 
Banquet: Dale Harper-2nd Saturday in March, Karl to check on a new date. 
 
New Business: 
Nomination Committee: Needed soon, president position is open. 
Plan for the banquet in March: .The money from the banquet covers Club expenses. 
Need venue on the calendar as soon as possible. Date: ????  2023. Pot luck vs. dessert. 
Auction items: 2 for 1 fishing trip?  Karl to ask for committee members at next general 
meeting.  Dale and Mitch have  signed up. 
Treasurer: Steve  Garrison: The Club received a $300.00 donation.  

From the Secretary : Andrew Mitchell 

Summary of Board Meeting Minutes - 27 Sept. 2022 
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Over the years, the Flyline has published a wide variety of flyfishing humor.  Just as Krystal Flash adds a little spar-

kle to your favorite fly pattern, the hope is that “Flyline Funnies” will add a chuckle to your day, and dust off a 

memory or two. The nuggets of wisdom and humor are all gleaned from back issues of the Flyline.  Sit back and 

enjoy the timeless humor of our sport.  Today’s topic is “ Celebrating the Fly “                                                                 

May 1993 

Sep 1992 

Mar 1994 

Note the hand inscribed “HSFF” (High 

Sierra Fly Fisher) notation on the clerk 

behind the counter.  Recall the “Giant 

Fly Metal Sculpture” that hung  outside 

of Chuck’s fly shop until it was stolen. 

Oct 1986 



 
 

17 Page  The Flyline - Nov 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Uncle Karl” and ABFF want and need your help NOW.   

Please consider getting involved in ABFF events and activi-

ties that can only enhance your flyfishing opportunities and 

experiences. Check out the  activities below by contacting 

the committee chairmen listed on page 11. 

Trout in the Classroom   SWCFFI 

Outings    Membership  

Conservation   Education 

“The Flyline”    Equipment 

Webmaster    Facebook admins. 
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Copyright 2021 All Rights Reserved 

The Flyline is published by the: 

Aguabonita Flyfishers 

P.O. Box 2059 

Ridgecrest, California 93556 

The Aguabonita Flyfishers are dedicated to the conservation of fisheries, waters, watersheds, and the enhancement of fly 

fishing with the participation of its membership through educational outreach programs to local schools and the surrounding 

community, county, state, and national level projects. The Aguabonita Flyfishers are an equal opportunity club without 

discrimination based on gender, race, nationality, age, religion or sexual orientation. 

The Aguabonita Flyfishers is an affiliated club of the Federation of Flyfishers (FFF) and its affiliate, the Southwest Council 

of the Federation of Flyfishers (SWCFFF). The Aguabonita Flyfishers is also affiliated with California Trout (CalTrout) and 

Trout Unlimited (TU). 

“The Flyline” newsletter and its written content, photos, and graphics are copyrighted by the Aguabonita Flyfishers unless so 

noted within the body of the newsletter. No part of the “The Flyline” newsletter may be reproduced in part or its entirety or 

modified by any individual or organization without the express written approval of the Board of Directors of the Aguabonita 

 Flyfishers; P.O. Box 2059, Ridgecrest, CA 93556. 

In the Background:  Don Bowling  

I came across this month’s background photo on 

a website article;  "13 Top Tips for Winter Fishing 

at Pyramid Lake” – by Winston Pro Staffer, Scott 

Flint".  The article featured a photograph taken 

on Pyramid Lake by  photographer and guide Arlo 

Townsend who graciously granted permission for 

use in this month’s Flyline. To me, this photo cap-

tures the essence of Winter Flyfishing on Pyramid 

Lake - i.e.  an overlay of dense grey snow-laden 

clouds covering the tops of lightly dusted slopes. 

Deep turquoise blue water, with frothy white 

waves surrounding the intrepid angler, fly rod in 

hand and to top it all off, a tumbleweed that 

probably blew in from Ridgecrest. 

Link to "13 Top Tips for Winter Fishing at Pyramid Lake” – by Winston Pro Staffer, Scott Flint" 

https://winstonrods.com/13-top-tips-for-winter-fishing-at-pyramid-lake-by-winston-pro-staffer-scott-flint/ 

Contact Information for Arlo Townsend;  tel. (775) 997 4883  email; Arlo Townsend <arlotownsend@sbcglobal.net> 

website;  www.arlosflyfishing.com   

https://winstonrods.com/13-top-tips-for-winter-fishing-at-pyramid-lake-by-winston-pro-staffer-scott-flint/
http://www.arlosflyfishing.com
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Aguabonita Flyfishers Facebook Page - Snapshots                                

Facebook Admins: Dave Calvert, Jim Hoover 

Aguabonita Flyfishers Facebook 

Group now has 52 Members  !!! 

Click on the link above or contact Dave 

Calvert, Jim Hoover, or Rachel Felsen 

Richards for more info.  

Dear Fly Fishing Friends,  

You are invited to visit, use and 

share a new private Facebook 

group at 

 https://www.facebook.com/

groups/429039391645519 .   

So far, Dave Calvert and Jim 

Hoover are Admins but they will 

gladly share the duty.  The 

hope is to provide a forum for 

both Club members and others 

to learn and share the joys of 

fly fishing and potentially ex-

pand the Club.  Feedback via 

Rachel and/or the group is in-

vited and encouraged.   

Thank you! 

Nov 5th, 6th 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/429039391645519
https://www.facebook.com/groups/429039391645519
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  In September’s Flyline I wrote a short Editor’s Spool about “Words of Encouragement” and how 

we all can use a few now and then and how we all should probably spread them around a bit 

more than we do. I never thought, however, that I would be revisiting the topic ever again, or at 

least, so soon, but here we are for Part II.   

There is nothing that I can think of that refocuses one’s attention towards encouragement like 

the seemingly overused word of late - QUARANTINE !  I’m not talking about the politicized version 

of the word, I’m talking about just the old fashioned-protect your friends and neighbors-common 

sense version of quarantine.. This is the self-imposed kind.  Mostly because the infectious bug 

going around makes you so tired all you want to do is sleep - at least for the first week or so.    

Believe me, (I speak from experience gained over the past three weeks!) 

 After the first week of misery, your attention switches to anything the least bit new or different, 

from your boring “Groundhog day” experiences of alternate eating, sleeping and feeling miser-

able. This is where encouragement comes in.  This time however, one discovers encouragement  

all around even in small things you might not otherwise notice.  

For example, one of the first quarantine casualties was my annual fall Mammoth fly-fishing trip 

with Phil Bowen. In past years, we would typically take a few days and hit all of our favorite fishing 

spots around Mammoth and Bishop.  This year, however, the energy required for just getting 

through that first quarantine week left me with not even enough reserve for attempting a single 

cast with my 4 wt. No, our fishing trip would have to wait until next year.  

Jump ahead another week.  With “survival” now assured, I began to look for activities to relieve 

the boredom.  Putting together November’s Flyline was the ticket. As article’s and photos began 

arriving, life’s rhythms began to re-emerge  There was encouragement all around.  I especially re-

member looking at Karl’s “Leader’s Line photo taken at Hot Creek from where I would have liked 

to have been… “I could just imagine the cool crispness of the morning air and the radiating 

warmth from the dried grasses as I strolled in my mind pushing my way through the kiosk 

meadow, scattering hoppers as I neared my favorite fishing spot at the bend.”  That is, indeed,  

encouragement.  Thank you Karl for all of your fishing photos. 

On the home front too, emails and phone calls from friends 

and family exuded encouragement. My favorite source of en-

couragement was the get-well cards from my granddaughters 

plastered prominently on the fridge held in place by a myriad 

of their magnetized photos... included herein in case anyone 

else can use some encouragement.    Don Bowling 

Words of Encouragement - Part II 

From the Editor’s Spool: Don Bowling  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

25 26 1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

 

13 14 15 16 17 18 

 

19 

 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 

 

              

28 

 

 

29 30    

Calendar of Upcoming Events: 

Fly Tying   Ses-

sion 9:00am - 

Noon 

Deadline for 

Newsletter 

Inputs 

 Board Meeting 

7pm  

Monthly Club 

Meeting 

7:30pm 

Nov 2022 

 

“It is impossible to grow 

weary of a sport that is 

never the same on any two 

days of the year.”          

 Theodore Gordon            



How would you like to receive the Flyline newsletter? □ Email □ USPS  

Would you like a badge (s)? □ Yes □ No  

How would you like your name (s) to appear on badge? __________________________  

What is your spouse’s name? ______________________________________________  

What are the names of family associate members? _____________________________  

FEES           PAID  

 One Time Membership Initiation Fee ($10.00)     _______  

 Annual Individual Member ($35.00)      _______  

 Annual Family Membership (Single residence) ($45.00)    _______  

 Annual Youth Only Member ($10.00)      _______  

 Life Member ($350.00)       _______  

        Total Due _______  

Date _________________  

Record Number ________  

 Aguabonita Flyfishers  

P. O. Box 2059, Ridgecrest, CA 93556  

The Goals of the Club  

• Improve and increase the sport of fly fishing  

• Promote and work for the betterment of fishing waters  

• Provide assistance to club members to help them become more effective flyfishers and to promote the 

fellowship of the membership  

• Encourage and assist others to become flyfishers and true sportsmen  

• Encourage and advocate conservation of fishes, waters, and watershed  

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

Last Name ____________________________________________________________  

First Name ____________________________________________________________  

Street Address _________________________________________________________  

City __________________________________________________________________  

State ________ Zip Code _________  

Telephone Number ______________________________________________________  

Email Address __________________________________________________________  



Aims and Purposes of the Aguabonita Flyfishers: 

To improve and increase the sport of fly fishing  

To promote and work for the betterment of fishing waters 

To provide assistance to club members to help them become more effective fly fishermen 

and to promote the fellowship of the membership 

To encourage and assist others to become fly fishermen and true sportsmen 

To encourage and advocate conservation of fisheries, waters, and watersheds 

Aguabonita Flyfishers • P.O. Box 2059 • Ridgecrest, CA 93556    www.aguabonitaflyfishers.org 


