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n 1931, California sent the State of Colo-
rado 30,000 California golden trout eggs. 
In return Colorado sent California 30,000 

Colorado River cutthroat trout eggs. After 
hatching, these fish were laboriously taken by 
mule and by foot to the lower three Williamson 
Lakes on the north shoulder of Mt. Williamson. 
At 14,375' in elevation, Mt Williamson is the 
second highest peak in the Sierra Nevada, 

located west of Independence in the Owens 
Valley. The lakes planted lie at elevations 
between 11,200' and 12,000'. The fish did well 
and now the lakes support good populations of 
Colorado River cutthroats. In the late 1980s, 
Colorado noted that their native fish popula-
tions had become hybridized with other 
cutthroat trout, leaving the only pure Colorado 
River cutthroat trout in California's Williamson
lakes. In August of 1987, continued on page 2

A 1931 pack train similiar to this one brought the Colorado River Cutthroats
to their final destination in the Mt. Williamson Lake area of California.

I

A look back into the future preservation
of the Colorado River Cutthroat Trout

. . . featured presentation
       for the February Meeting
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continued from page 1

“Williamson Basin Lakes”

“Holding the future”

300 of these beautiful fish were collected from 
the Williamson lakes and flown to Colorado, 
where they are doing well in Rocky Mountain 
National Park. This illustrated talk covers the 
details of this laborious project.

P hil Pister retired in February 1990 
following 38 years as a fishery biologist 

with the California Department of Fish and 
Game.  He studied wildlife conservation and 
zoology under A. Starker Leopold at the Univer-
sity of California (Berkeley) and has spent virtu-
ally his entire career supervising aquatic man-
agement and research within an area encom-
passing approximately a thousand waters of the 

eastern Sierra/desert regions of California, 
ranging from the 14,000 foot crest of the Sierra 
Nevada to the floor of Death Valley lying below 
sea level. He founded and serves as executive 
secretary of the Desert Fishes Council and is 
involved in desert ecosystem preservation 
throughout the American Southwest and 
adjoining areas of Mexico. He holds special 
interest in the fields of conservation biology and 
environmental ethics and has served on the 
Board of Governors of the American Society of 
Ichthyologists and Herpetologists and the Soci-
ety for Conservation Biology. He also serves on 
the President's Advisory Committee of the 
University of California's system-wide White 
Mountain Research Station. He conducts 
environmental ethics workshops at the National 
Conservation Training Center (U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service) in West Virginia, has lectured 
at 81 universities in North America and the 
United Kingdom, and has authored more than 
80 published papers and book chapters.

Biographical Sketch
Edwin P. (Phil) Pister

The Flyline - February 2011 Page 2



The tentative schedule of general meeting speak-
ers and events is listed below.

February  Phil Pister
  Colorado Cutthroat Relocation  
  Project

March  Graham Owen
  New York Brown Trout

April  John Gantner
  Bugology 101

May  Bruce Ivey
  Friends of the
  Mt. Whitney Fish Hatchery

June  John Linder
  Experiences and Impressions
  of the 2010 FFF Conclave

July  No monthly meeting

August  Picnic

September  To be announced

October  Mike Sinclair
  Bamboo Rod Building

November  Chuck Newmyer
  Alaska Fishing Trip

December  “Feastival”

t is still winter.  Time to tie all those flies 
needed for the 2011 fishing season. I’ve 
tied nineteen Stimulators, twenty-one 

Jay’s Worms, twelve Black Caddis’ and various 
other patterns.  With these flies and those left 
over from last year, I have a total of 401 flies in 
my fly boxes.  That should do for next year.  
Next, I need to get all my other gear ready for 
the new season.  But let’s not forget that winter-
time is a good time to brush up and improve 
skills by reading books and watching videos on 
fly fishing.  Remember the club has a good 
library of books and videos available for mem-
bers to check out.  I recommend anything by 
Mel Krieger.  Jack Dennis has some Fly Tying 
DVD’s that give some good tying tips.  Joe Rice 
is our club librarian and would be happy to 
check material out to you.  

We had one club member volunteer to help 
with getting our club qualified as a non-profit 
enterprise (501c3).  Thank you!  It would still be 
nice to have an attorney’s help.  

Remember it’s banquet month.  Reserve the 
evening of the 26th.  Contact Bob Smith for 
payment of entry fee.  Looking forward to a 
good time.  

                 ><(((((‘>  Hardy  <’)))))><

I

The Leader’s Line
Hardy Tyson, President

Up Around The Bend
Allen Bell, Programs
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e’re currently taking our winter 
break but will start up classes again 
in the spring. There’s enough inter-

est at the present time that we will have a full 
slate of classes. Classes being offered will 
include: Fly Fishing, Fly Tying, and Fly Rod 
Building. As part of the “Fly Fishing” class, I 
have an offer from Bob Charlon to use his pond 
in Kennedy Meadows to practice casting.

If you are interested in any of these classes, you 
can sign-up at any future club meeting or let me 
know by calling me at (760) 375-1126 or email-
ing me at hisifly@iwvisp.com

[Editor’s Note: I’ve taken both the “Fly Fishing” 
and “Fly Tying” classes and I had a blast!!! 
Chuck is an awesome teacher and very patient. 
He and his assistant, Lew Albright, bring many 
years of experience that are so beneficial to both 
novice and expert alike. And, it’s super exciting 
to catch fish on flies that you have tied yourself!]

W he next “Ties & Lies” fly tying session 
will be Saturday, February 19th from 
9:30am to noon at the Aguabonita's 

classroom, 145B Panamint Street in Ridgecrest.
 
Gary Davis has been working with an all- 
women's fishing group called, " Stripping for the 
Cure". This group holds an annual outing on 
the South Fork of the Snake River and they 
donate all the funds raised to the Susan G. 
Komen for the Cure Foundation, a Dallas-based 
national breast-cancer group. They need 
donated flies tied predominantly in "PINK".
 
I'm sure the Aguabonita Fly Fishers can design 
variations of your favorite flies in "PINK" and 
donate them to a worthy cause. We have some 
materials at this time but can always use more. 
This will be a challenging session and should 
provide you with lots of fun.
 
For those who have some materials and want to 
get an early start, Gary will accept your dona-
tions at the next meeting. For answers to any of 
your questions, please contact Gary at     
gdavis2@hughes.net or (760) 377 - 3357.
 
Fly tying sessions are open to all. You don't have 
to tie the suggested pattern, just come, tie or 
kibitz. This is also an opporunity for you to have 
access to the clubs' library.
 
For further questions contact:
Oscar Felsen
felsenjo@verizon.net   
(760) 446 - 7103

T

On the Hook
Oscar Felson, Fly Tying Lead

Hooked on Fly Fishing
Chuck Newmyer, Education
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“The nice thing about trout is that big fish still eat little bugs”.
                                                     — Hardy Tyson

f you are fishing the South Fork of the 
Kern River from Monache Meadows 
downstream, try the Kern River Killer 

Caddis.  We developed this variant (specifically 
the florescent orange color) to mimic a stonefly 
we found hatching on the South Fork, but the 
name “Killer Caddis” has a better ring to it than 
killer stonefly.  I was fishing down stream from 
Horton Ranch, before the beavers took it over. 
The fish were hitting top water so I knew we 
were in for a fun day.  The adrenalin started 
pumping, my loops went south and all the line I 
had out landed in a pile about 3 feet in front of 

me.  The Kern River Killer Caddis landed in the 
middle of this snarl of line and leader.  A fish 
seeing the fly fought it’s way through the line 
and leader grabbed the fly and ran with it, 
which put an awful tangle of knots in the leader.  
I landed the fish, released it, untied the knots 
and have kept this pattern in my fly box ever 
since.

Materials for the Kern River Killer Caddis

Hook:  TMC 100 sizes 14 to 20
Thread:  Black, brown or red
Body: Florescent Orange
Hackle: Brown Under wing
 (courtesy of Jack Dennis)
 Krystal Flash
Wing:   Elk Hair

I

Tale of the Fly
Hardy Tyson, President

"kern river killer caddis"
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ello all, my first “Tippets from the Fly 
Addict” article. I’m excited to share 
some of my adventures and thoughts 

each month. I will include fishing trips with 
friends, some club members and some not.  All 
nice people. There will be other activities, 
mostly  linked to fly fishing. There will likely be 
respected and revered club members involved 
from time to time. We will also meet new 
friends as we banzi down this incredible trip we 
call fly fishing. What ever it ends up being, like 
me, I don’t think it will ever be boring. At least 
I hope not.
  
This month I found out about  the nice cancer 
ladies fund raiser on the South Fork of the 
Snake River. Time to think about tying up a 
bunch of pink flies. Anything for the ladies is 
pretty much the motto my wife has trained me 
to believe. Especially if they are trying to help in 
the battle against breast cancer.  

So, after  checking out what materials I have in 
pink, I realized  it was time for an on-line 
journey to one of my favorite places. Yep, time to 
cruise Charlie’s Fly Box, one of Denver’s main continued on page 7

attractions. I spent a bunch of time (and money) 
there last fall on my Colorado vacation.  A really 
nice place, nice people and lots of  fly fishing 
materials.  My kind of place for sure.  After a 
nice talk with Greg, I easily had enough pink 
material to tie a lifetime supply of pink flies.

Pink fuzz and tinsel in hand, by the way, has 
anyone else ever wondered how cool that tinsel 
would look on a Christmas tree? Oh, at $4.00 a 
pack I guess not too many. Anyway, I decided to 
just tie the flies I use as I need them, just in 
pink. Chuck always told me that proportion is 
much more important than color. Let’s put it to 
the test. Here are a couple flies I came up with:

H

Tippets from the Fly Addict
Allen Bell, Vice-President
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continued from page 6

I did spend a couple weekends fishing.  I fished 
the LowO both weekends that I went up. Fish-
ing was a little slow New Year’s Eve. Water 
temps were around 38-39 degrees. Really cold 
outside also. I managed a few fishes, well, more 
than a few. I lucked into one spot where I 
caught more than 20 fish. Other than that, fish 
were few and far between. I guess it pays to fish 
ALL the water. You never know where the pods 
are hanging out.

So in closing, I guess there should be a tip in 
‘Tippets from a Fly Addict. I can watch some-
one fish and generally tell if they are doing well 
or not. I’m usually not surprised when I stop to 
chat, to find that they are having a tough day 
indeed. How can I tell? I watch how they deal 
with their line on the surface of the water.  Most 
people don’t seem to realize the line’s effect on 
the surface film. So, try to mend very gently and 
as early in the cast as possible. Fish all the bad 
casts. I don’t know how many fish I’ve caught 
on a ‘bad cast’. Land your rig gently and try not 
to disturb the surface if you can help it.  

So, that’s my story for this month. Hope you 
enjoyed it.   Tight lines everyone!!!   Allen 
  

Martha Cherry donated Bob's library (74 
books) to the club. She also donated his fly 
tying materials. We are going to try something 
with some of the books. We will select a book 
each month for a Silent Auction at the club 
meeting. To make a bid you will put your name 
and your bid on a piece of paper. There will be 
a minimum bid. Later in the evening the slips 
will be drawn and the highest bidder wins. If 
you can't make the meeting but want to bid on 
the book of the month, you can contact Chuck 
at (760) 375-1126 or hisifly@iwvisp.com  to 
submit your bid.
 
The first book is "The Complete Book of West-
ern Hatches" by Rick Hafele and Dave Hughes. 
This is an angler's entomology and fly pattern 
field guide. It will increase your understanding 
of Western trout fishing with a comprehensive 
guide to the insect hatches of Western America. 
Both the insects and the flies that match them 
are shown so that you can understand the com-
ponents of successful trout angling. Minimum 
bid for this book is: $15.

Book of the Month
“Silent Auction”
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This container only works if there isn’t static 
buildup in the plastic. Spray static guard on the 
plastic if there is, then it works great.

Tip of the Month
Hardy Tyson

Mechanical Pencil Lead Container
Hair Stacker

1.  Insert elk or deer hair butt end first.

2.  Cap the container.

3.  Tap on the desk.

4.  Remove cap with container in the
horizontal position. 

5.  Remove hair and tie into fly.
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President
Hardy Tyson   (760) 375-2175

Vice-President
Allen Bell   (760) 371-1133

Secretary
Bob Smith   (760) 375-7578

Treasurer
Steve Garrison  (760) 375-3192

Director
Joe Rice   (760) 446-4616

Director
Clyde Hazen   (760) 375-9376

Director
David Calvert   (760) 793-8026

Webmaster
Jim Hoover   (760) 371-2149

“The Flyline” Editor
Neal Barry   (760) 793-5800

Banquet Chairman 1
Bob Smith   (760) 375-7578

Conservation Chairman
Karl Zellner   (760) 499-6361

Membership Chairman
Don Winter   (760) 375-7948

Banquet Chairman 2
Karl Zellner   (760) 499-6361

Education Chairman
Chuck Newmyer  (760) 375-1126

Programs
Allen Bell   (760) 371-1133

Club Equipment
Lew Albright   (760) 375-8725

Club Library
Joe Rice   (760) 446-4616

Trout in the Classroom
Jay Crawford   (760) 375-8275

Youth Coordinator
John Linder   (760) 377-5750

Publicity
Gary Davis   (760) 377-3357

Director SWCFFF
Jim Hoover   (760) 371-2149

"It is impossible to grow weary
of a sport that is never the same
on any two days of the year."
                  — Theodore Gordon

General membership
Associate membership
Youth membership
One time initiation fee

$20.00
$  5.00
$  5.00
$10.00

General membership meetings are held at     
7:30 pm on the first Tuesday of each month at 
the Ridgecrest United Methodist Church 
(RUMC) Fellowship Hall (639 N. Norma St., 
Ridgecrest, CA). Everyone is welcome to attend! 
Our meetings feature guest speaker presenta-
tions, brief club news, refreshments, and a raffle.

The board usually meets at 7:00 p.m. on the last
Tuesday of each month to transact the business 
of the club. The board meetings are open to 
anyone with agenda items to share.To be placed 
on the next meeting’s agenda, please send items 
to Bob Smith at rdsmith1@mchsi.com

Club Officers
Monthly Club Meeting

Annual Cost for Membership

Board of Directors Meeting
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Aguabonita Flyfishers 32nd Annual Banquet
26 February 2011

B.P.O. ELKS Lodge, 201 East Church Street, Ridgecrest CA.

5:30pm

6:30pm

7:30pm

Raffles and Auction
Dessert Auction

TIC Ticket Shooter
Bucket Raffle

Regular Raffle
Special “Card” Raffle

Auction

Wet Fly

Dinner

Auction

Tickets for the banquet and auction are $30.00 (includes tip) per
person. Tickets will be available at the February general meeting

from Bob Smith, or you may contact Bob at (760) 375-7578 or by
e-mail at rdsmith1@mchsi.com. You may also send your request

through the mail to:  Robert Smith, 305 W. Vanessa Ave., Ridgecrest
CA 93555. Make your check payable to “Aguabonita.”

Reservations must be received by February 15th.

The dinner will be a buffet catered by Farris':
Caesar Salad (dressing on the side), Waldorf Salad, Baked Breast of

Chicken, Burgundy Beef with mushrooms, Potatoes au Gratin, Rice Pilaf,
vegetable, dinner rolls, coffee, and tea. Finally, the meal will be topped

off with our traditional dessert auction!

General raffle items and special awards will be dispersed throughout
the evening. Raffle tickets for the drawing will be sold at the start of the

dinner for $1.00 each. There will be special raffles again this year.
This year’s items include a custom-built rod by Chuck Newmyer.

The auction list continues to grow. Items include numerous fly fishing
accessories, clothing, art, fly plates and special gift items.

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!!
Special Raffles for custom-built rods & reels

COME EARLY — HAVE FUN 
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February 2011
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Presidents Day

Valentine’s Day

Groundhog Day

Monthly
Club Meeting
7:30pm - 9:00pm

Banquet
Planning
Meeting

Board of
Directors
Meeting

7:00pm

Upcoming Events

“Ties & Lies”
Fly Tying
Session

9:30am - Noon

Aguabonita
Flyfishers

32nd Anniversary
Banquet

5:30pm - 10:00pm

Deadline for
March

Newsletter!!!

 Lees Ferry - A trip is being considered for 
the spring. Current flow rates are too high and 
are not expected to diminish until spring. More 
information will be coming.

 Mt. Whitney Hatchery – Jim Hoover is 
spearheading a project to install a handicapped 
access facility for the main pond. More volun-
teers will be needed.

 Hot Creek Kiosk – This club project is led 
by Chuck Newmyer. Progress has been made, 
but persistence and patience will be required to 
get it completed.

      The Fly Fishing Show – The annual Fly Fish-
ing Show in Pasadena is on February 19th and 
20th. This show is strictly fly fishing. They have 
vendor booths (with all the latest new stuff), 
tying demonstrations, casting demonsrations 
and instruction, and outstanding programs. 
Most of the programs are geared to California 
fly fishing. You can get more details at 
flyfishingshow.com. If you are interested in 
car-pooling contact Chuck at (760) 375-1126 or 
hisifly@iwvisp.com.

      The Fred Hall Show – March 9th - 13th
          Long Beach
          Convention and
                     Entertainment
          Center
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Basic Entomology Workshop
for Fly Fishers !!

Take the mystery out of what bug is hatching 
and what fly to use for trout fishing. This is a 
great workshop that will teach you how to iden-
tify mayflies, caddis, stoneflies, midges and 
other trout food. This class will help you 
become a better trout fisher or fly tyer. You will 
learn to identify bugs, how to “match the hatch” 
and how to select the correct fly. Bring a snack, 
drink, note pad and some fly boxes to look at 
and compare with the bugs.

Instructor:  Maggie Merriman
Time:   9:00am - 1:00pm
Date:   Saturday, March 19, 2011
Location:   Long Beach Casting Club
    7th and Federation Drive
    Long Beach, CA
Workshop Fee: $50.00

Pre-registration is required as class size is 
limited. Please register by March 12, 2011.

To register, mail workshop fee to:
Maggie Merryman
19791 Coastline Lane
Huntington Beach, CA  92648

THE BIGHORN RIVER ALLIANCE AND
FEDERATION OF FLY FISHERS
WILL AGAIN BE SPONSORING

The Big Horn Youth Adventure !!
  
A great opportunity for young people to expand 
their knowledge of fly fishing is on the horizon. The 
Big Horn River Youth Adventure is currently taking 
applications for the 2011 program at Fort Smith, MT 
on the banks of the world famous Big Horn River. 
Twelve young fly fishers will be invited by the Big 
Horn River Alliance for a four day fly tying and fly 
fishing adventure. All meals, lodging, airport 
shuttles and guides will be provided free of charge. 
Air transportation to Billings or transportation 
directly to Fort Smith must be secured by the partici-
pant's parents, guardian or fly fishing club. 

 New for 2011-  Travel Assistance Grants Available

Travel assistance grants are available on a limited 
basis and granted based on financial need. Through 
the generosity of donors and supporters, we are 
pleased to be able to help with transportation 
expenses for some of our attendees. We are sincerely 
encouraging applications from youngsters who 
would otherwise be unable to attend our program.  
We are also encouraging fly fishing clubs to partici-
pate in the travel grant program.

The dates for the Bighorn Youth Adventure will be 
June 23rd - 26th, 2011 with a travel day before and 
after. All clubs, and councils and individuals are 
more than welcome to encourage applications from 
young fly fishers.

For more information on applying, go to Big Horn 
River Alliance Website or contact Frank Johnson at 
bighornjohnsons@gmail.com
or phone (307) 672-5164    

Extra, Extra!!!
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Well, we seem to be off to a great start on the new 
year. As the new editor of ‘The Flyline’, I managed to 
get the January issue out on the streets without 
encountering too many “snags”. I wish I could say 
that about my fly fishing adventures as of late, but 
let’s not go there.

One of the benefits of putting together ‘The Flyline’ 
is that I get to see and read all the neat stuff before 
most of you do. As articles, pictures, and other kinds 
of input are either snail mailed, emailed, or handed 
to me, I can’t help but get excited about the coming 
months. There’s all sorts of great speakers and 
presentations planned for our monthly meetings, 
outreach projects to get involved in and even fishing 
trips to sign up for.

Sometimes, this whole editor/newsletter process is 
kind of like my fly tying. I start with a bare hook in 
the vise and then stare at it. LOL!!! Actually, I start 
gathering my tying materials (your photos, articles, 
etc.) and then, in a prescribed sequence, I carefully 
put them on my bare hook. Hopefully when it’s all 
said and done, something comes forth that is worthy 
to tie to your tippet and mine.

Thanks to everyone for your generous comments 
and support of ‘The Flyline’. Keep sending me your 
photos, articles, news items, tips and tricks, fly 
recipes and so forth. 

Thank You and tight lines!!!
Neal

PS - To those of you who receive ‘The Flyline’ via the 
Post Office. How would you like to receive the
newsletter electronically?

Here are 5 great reasons to do so:

1. ////Faster delivery —>
2. You can see it in COLOR.
3. You can print as many copies as you need
 to give to friends
4.  You can archive them on your computer
 for future reference
5.  You can save the Aguabonita Flyfisher’s Club
      money on printing and postage cost’s
 throughout the year.

Email me at: frugalflyfisherman@gmail.com
Be sure to type, "Yes to Email" in the subject line.
I'll make sure you start receiving the newsletter in 
your “INBOX” and not your “Mailbox”.

Copyright 2011 All Rights Reserved
The Flyline is published by the:

Aguabonita Flyfishers
P.O. Box 2059

Ridgecrest, California 93556

The Aguabonita Flyfishers are dedicated to the conservation of fisheries, waters, watersheds, and the enhancement of fly 
fishing with the participation of its membership through educational outreach programs to local schools and the surrounding 
community, county, state, and national level projects. The Aguabonita Flyfishers are an equal opportunity club without 
discrimination based on gender, race, nationality, age, religion or sexual orientation.

The Aguabonita Flyfishers is an affiliated club of the Federation of Flyfishers (FFF) and its affiliate, the Southwest Council 
of the Federation of Flyfishers (SWCFFF). The Aguabonita Flyfishers is also affiliated with California Trout (CalTrout) and 
Trout Unlimited (TU).

“The Flyline” newsletter and its written content, photos, and graphics are copyrighted by the Aguabonita Flyfishers unless so 
noted within the body of the newsletter. No part of the “The Flyline” newsletter may be reproduced in part or its entirety or 
modified by any individual or organization without the express written approval of the Board of Directors of the Aguabonita 
Flyfishers; P.O. Box 2059, Ridgecrest, California 93556.

The Editor’s Spool
Neal Barry
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Aguabonita Flyfishers
P.O. Box 2059

Ridgecrest, CA   93556
FIRST CLASS

Aims and Purposes of the Aguabonita Flyfishers:
To improve and increase the sport of fly fishing

To promote and work for the betterment of fishing waters

To provide assistance to club members to help them become more
effective fly fishermen and to promote the fellowship of the membership

To encourage and advocate conservation of fisheries, waters, and watersheds

To encourage and assist others to become fly fishermen and true sportsmen

Aguabonita Flyfishers • P.O. Box 2059 • Ridgecrest, CA 93556  +  www.aguabonita.home.mchsi.com


